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 Momentum Analysis 
 
Re: Recent polling results 
 
Date: August 27, 2008 
 
Our recent polling results show Congressman Carney to be safe from a challenge from 
businessman Chris Hackett.  Carney is more popular than Hackett, and enjoys a 2-to-1 
lead over Hackett in the horserace. 
 
Carney is popular, and more so than Hackett 
 
A majority of voters (53%) view Congressman Carney favorably (either “very” or 
“somewhat” favorable), with only 18% viewing him unfavorably (either “very” or 
“somewhat”).  Three times as many (21%) view him “very favorably” as “very 
unfavorably” (7%).  And Carney is popular not just with Democrats (63% favorable, 8% 
unfavorable) but with Republicans as well (46% favorable, 27% unfavorable).  
 
By contrast, Hackett 
is less popular than 
the Congressman.  
Hackett has half as 
many favorable 
ratings (27%) as 
Carney, but with 
comparable 
unfavorables (19%).  
Only twice as many 
have “very 
favorable” views of 
Hackett (12%) as 
“very unfavorable” 
(6%).  And while 
Carney is popular 
across party lines, 
Hackett is 
unpopular with Democrats (15% favorable, 23% unfavorable).   
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Carney leads Hackett 2-to-1 
 
In the horserace, 
voters prefer Carney 
over Hackett by a 2-
to-1 margin (54% 
Carney, 27% 
Hackett), without 
any candidate 
messaging.  Carney 
has the same 
advantage in 
intensity; twice as 
many (28%) say 
they “strongly” 
support Carney, 
compared to 14% 
strongly supporting 
Hackett. 

Carney Has A 2-To-1 Lead Over Hackett
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Carney has done a far better job of consolidating Democrats (82% Carney, 5% Hackett) 
than Hackett has done at consolidating Republicans, where he falls short of majority 
support (31% Carney, 47% Hackett). 
 
Conclusion 
 
These results are consistent with polling released by the American Hospital Association 
in January 2008, conducted just as Hackett began his advertising for the primary (55% 
Carney, 21% Hackett).  Indeed, these results are also consistent with our October 2006 
polling showing Carney with 52% of the vote.  Given the incredibly negative Republican 
primary, statewide and districtwide trends in party registration becoming more 
Democratic, and Hackett only just resuming his advertising in the last week, it is not 
surprising to see the horserace largely unchanged. 
 
And despite negative attacks in the press from Chris Hackett and outside interests, 
Congressman Carney remains strong.  He continues to be popular, even with 
Republicans, and has a sizable lead over Hackett.  Congressman Carney’s popularity 
continues to extend across party lines, suggesting broad support for his re-election.   
 
This memo reflects the findings of a survey of 400 likely 2008 voters in Pennsylvania’s 10th Congressional 
District.  Interviews were conducted by telephone, August 19-21, 2008.  A voter file of registered voters 
was used, further screened for likely voters.  The margin of error for the sample overall is +/-4.9%.  The 
margin of error for subgroups is larger.  Party refers to party registration on the voter file (42% 
Democratic, 51% Republican).  
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